
El Metro de Madrid 

How to get around the 

city using the metro! 



First, you have to find a sign to see 

where you are.  

• You can spot them 

by their diamond 

shape. 

• The name of the 

stop is located 

under the diamond. 

• This one is “Plaza 

de España.” 



Then, you have to buy a ticket (billete).  

• The machines are all 

automatic, but 

sometimes you can 

find a person at a 

ticket counter if the 

machines aren’t 

working.  

• Tickets cost about 

1,50 – 2,00 euros (or 

about $2 – $3.)  

 



Next, you have to find the turnstile.  

• You have to 

remember to get 

your ticket back 

before you leave - 

especially if you 

buy a “ten pass” 

ticket to use 

several times! 



Next, where to go? Check the signs! 

• The number and color of 

the box (4 – Brown) let 

you know what line you 

are on. 

• The “estaciones” list what 

comes next if you get on 

the subway on this side of 

the platform. 

• Here, you are going 

towards “P.Sta María”- 

Parque de Santa María. 



The sign tells you more info as well… 

• The other number 

and color boxes let 

you know what line 

you can switch to. 

• From the 4 (Brown) 

line, you can get to 

the 5, 6, 7, 9, and 8 

line. 

 



Once you are on the metro, you will see 

a list of the stops above the doors.  

• If we got on the metro at “Goya”, it would take us 

8 stops to get to the stop “Esperanza.”  

• If we accidentally got on the wrong side of the 

platform, we would see the next stop was 

“Velázquez”…   

• When that happens, you have to get off the 

subway and cross to the other side! 



Sometimes you can find a seat. 

• If it isn’t busy, you can 

find a bench to sit on 

while you wait for the 

metro to arrive. 

• During busy times, there 

is standing room only in 

the metro. 

• When this happens, it is 

polite to offer your seat to 

older people, pregnant 

women, or people with 

small children. 



If you use public transportation a lot, you 

can get a monthly pass called an “abono.” 

• It is a plastic ticket 

holder with your picture.  

• Each month, you buy 

one ticket to use for 

unlimited metro, bus, 

and train rides. 

• Be careful! These are 

often stolen at the 

beginning of the month! 



How much does it cost? 
• The price varies by zone 

(A-E2), going out from 

the center. 

• For example, if you live 

in zone A and work in 

zone E1, it will cost more 

than if you live in zone A 

and work in zone B1. 

• It is expensive, but still 

cheaper than buying a 

ticket every day! 

 



Madrid is pretty proud of its metro system!  

• The caption says “El metro que todos 

quisieran tener, vive en Madrid.” 

• What do you think they were trying to say with 

this ad campaign?  


